
 
 
July 20, 2018 

 

RE: TSN Statement Regarding Ontario Government’s Announcement to Withdraw from 

Intergovernmental Involvement re: Refugee Claimants  

 

Dear TSN Network, members and friends: 

 

The Toronto Shelter Network shares the concerns expressed by the Toronto Alliance to End 

Homelessness (TAEH) and the Ontario Council of Agencies Serving Immigrants (OCASI) 

regarding the Ontario Government’s decision to withdraw support from intergovernmental 

collaboration on refugee resettlement.  

 

All of Toronto’s emergency shelter providers have been working diligently to accommodate the 

influx of refugees to the City of Toronto these past two years, including many families with 

young children.  We are discouraged that the Ontario Government has announced this shift in 

policy. Ontario is the largest province in Canada, with an economic and social fabric that is 

greatly enriched by the contribution of migrants, including asylum seekers.  Ontario has played a 

strong role with respect to Canada’s international humanitarian commitments and in providing a 

welcoming and caring environment for refugees.  

  

Refugees currently make up 45% of the shelter system. However, the shelter system has been at 

capacity for many years and has been supporting communities across Toronto who experience 

housing challenges long before the surge in refugees.  As such we call for leadership from all 

three levels of government to work together on prevention measures needed to divert people 

and more immediately, refugees from homelessness. 

 

Feel free to share this with your networks. 

 

Thank you, 

Sonja Nerad 

Toronto Shelter Network 

  

Resources and Articles  

Ontario Council of Agencies Serving Immigrants (OCASI)  media statement on the importance of 

the Ontario government’s involvement with refugee claimants with other levels of government 

 

Refugee Claimant Myths and Facts produced by OCASI  

 

https://www.thestar.com/news/queenspark/2018/07/09/trudeau-has-saddled-tory-with-a-mess-

on-asylum-seekers-ford-says.html 

http://www.ocasi.org/refugee-advocates-urge-ontario-stay-table
http://www.ocasi.org/refugee-advocates-urge-ontario-stay-table
http://ocasi.org/refugee-claimants-myths-and-facts
https://www.thestar.com/news/queenspark/2018/07/09/trudeau-has-saddled-tory-with-a-mess-on-asylum-seekers-ford-says.html
https://www.thestar.com/news/queenspark/2018/07/09/trudeau-has-saddled-tory-with-a-mess-on-asylum-seekers-ford-says.html


 
 

https://www.thestar.com/news/queenspark/2018/07/05/ford-government-is-ending-

cooperation-with-ottawa-on-resettlement-of-asylum-seekers.html 

 

"Taylor: Stop blaming refugee claimants for problems we've chosen not to solve", by Louisa 

Taylor, Ottawa Citizen, July 10 2018 

  

“Canadians should beware Premier Doug Ford using 'illegal' refugee claimants as a wedge to 

drive us apart", by Martin Regg Cohn, Ontario Politics Columnist, Toronto Star, July 6 2018 

  

Ahmed Hussen criticizes Ontario Tory government's language on asylum seekers by Michael 

Tutton, Canadian Press (in Globe and Mail), July 9 2018 

  

  
  

 

 

https://www.thestar.com/news/queenspark/2018/07/05/ford-government-is-ending-cooperation-with-ottawa-on-resettlement-of-asylum-seekers.html
https://www.thestar.com/news/queenspark/2018/07/05/ford-government-is-ending-cooperation-with-ottawa-on-resettlement-of-asylum-seekers.html
https://ottawacitizen.com/opinion/columnists/taylor-stop-blaming-refugee-claimants-for-problems-weve-chosen-not-to-solve
https://www.thestar.com/opinion/star-columnists/2018/07/06/beware-a-wedge-against-illegal-refugee-claimants-by-premier-doug-ford.html
https://www.thestar.com/opinion/star-columnists/2018/07/06/beware-a-wedge-against-illegal-refugee-claimants-by-premier-doug-ford.html
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/politics/article-ahmed-hussen-criticizes-ontario-tory-governments-language-on-asylum/

